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Ecerzs IX. 5. 
For the Living know that 0 ſal. 


die. 5 


T has not only been the Obſervation 
of thoſe who liv'd before us, that all 
things in this World vary and are An * 
je& to change, but every one exper. = 

riences the Truth of it. And tho we haye li 


not had either the Capacity or the Opportus M7 
nity, with which the wiſeſt of Men was fas. 8 


vour'd, to ſearch into the Nature of all thoſe 
Creatures which compoſe the vaſt Seb + 
of the World; yet there are ſcarce. any of 
us ſo little acquainted with our ſelves, or 
the World we live in, but have reaſon to 
pronounce with Solomon, that all we meet £ 
with here 5s Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. cle, 2.1 

We cannot find mig in our ſelves to . 


render us happy, tis impoſſible that 
the Creatures lach. _ ſubject ta VE 
ſhou'd make us ſo. Uncertainty is inſcrib'd 2 i 
upon all things in this World; and as for i 
Life it ſelf, one of the moſt valuable Bleſs .- 4 
ſings, we are not ſure of enjoying it for aͤa 
moment ta come: For as St. James obſerves; . 5 85 cual 
Wheat is your Life ? tis even aV apour that apr Jam ga 4 
pet 5 2 rr EY . 
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44 4 Fanta Sermon 
bo - "Does it not then equally deſerve our 
-F Compaſſion and Wonder, that the genera- 


n 


q lity of People ſhou'd ſtupidly neglect their 
Preparation for Death? tho they know as 
4 certainly that they ſnall die as that they now 
Y live, and that 'tis not in the Power of any 
Mortal to protract a ſhort Life, or prevent 
9 a ſudden Death. The Living know that they 
ſhall die; this is a Truth that Men need 
not have prov'd to 'em by a long train of 
Reaſoning : The Records of the Grave are 
a ſtanding Evidence of Man's Mortality; 
And every day convinces us, That Man in his 
my bell Eſtate is altogether Vanity; and that Men 
0 { 23 9: © indefinitely, one as well as another, go fo 
7 2 long Home, and the Mourners go about 
ant the Streets. Vet many live at ſuch a rate, 
as if this Life wou'd never have an end, and 
as if the other wou'd never begin; tho there 
is not a Man living but knows that he ſhall 
die. This is a Truth that the World has 
been acquainted with above five thouſand 
Vears; and Jeſt'any ſhou'd be ſo vain as to 
imagine that they are exempted from the 
Common Law' of. Mortality, God does fre- 
quently admoniſn em, by Diſeaſes and De- 
cays in their Bodys, that this earthly Houſe 
of their Tabernacle muſt ſhortly be. diſſolvꝰd 
3 ànd crumble into Daft. 93 he kun, my 
1 the "ſhall die. 
1 The neceſſity of Dying i is equally invin- 
we vis 9. 48. Able to all; What Man is He that liverh, - 
. and (ball not Jer Death? Shall he deliver bis 
= - Soul from the Hand of the Grave? Selah. 
ch. 1. 5. Tour Fathers, where are they? And the Pro- 
=. 8 do 85 live for ever? A. all things 


* "EY 0 come \ 
2 p \ 
* 4 25 j 1 5 y 102 ty wo 4 - ” £4 2 4 


Is 2 
4 2 


L 


Mr. — Heine: 


come I 10 all, as the wiſe Man obſerves, ver. 2. 


and there is one Event to the Righteous and f 
the Wicked, as to the good and evil Things 


of this Life: 5 ſo it is Aird reſpect to Death 
it ſelf : for the Holy as well as the Profane 


are ſubject to the Great Law of Mortality: 


They ſhall lie dgwn alike in the Duſt, and the Job 21. = 
Worms - (hall cover them. The Living (how- . 
ever differenc'd and: diſtinguiſh'd 5 their 


Characters while Living) know that hay ſhal 


3 
The Connexitin of | theſe Words ** 


the Context, is not eaſily diſcern'd at the 
firſt View. But however, after the wiſe. 
Man had aſſerted that the Diſpenſations 
of Divine Providence are promiſcuous and 
dark, and that we are not capable of diſ- 
cerning God's Favour or Diſpleaſure hy 
what happens to Men in this Life; he tells 


us, That this is an Evil among all things that Ver. : .% 


are done under the Sun, that there is one Event 
unto all. The meaning of which Phraſe ] 
take to be this, That *tis very troubleſom 
and ſhocking to wiſe and good Men, that 
they ſhou'd be as much exposd to Miſerx 
and Trouble in this Life as: the Wicked 
themſelves. Then he inſinuates how apt 
bad Men are to,abuſe the Divine Patience : 
Tea alſo the Heart of the Sons of Men is full 
of Evil, and Madneſs is in their Heart while 
they live. The Thoughts of the Divine For- 
bearance towards 'em, puſh them on vio- 
lently in a courſe of Sin, as the wiſe Man 


elſewhere obſerves : Becauſe Sentence againſl Eccl. 9.11. 


an evil Work is not executed. ſpeedily, therefare 


_ gy the Sons of Men is fly ſet in them 
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tao do Evil; and after that they go to the Dead. 
They ſink into the Grave like other Mor- 

tals: for Solomon lets us know, that Death 

puts an end to the Happineſs, as well as 

to the Precipitancy and Madneſs of the 

Ver. 4. Wicked; for he adds immediately, For him 
-that is join d to all the Living there is Hope: 
Melanchton * tranſlates the Words thus, 
That therefore is to be choſen ? in one that is 

alive there is Hope; and in anſwer, ſays he 


do thoſe, who being diſturb'd at the Confu- 


ſion of things, ask d, Muſt we then chuſe 
to labour, when we meet with no Re- 
wards ? Solomon replies, By all means, follow 
. -- your Callings, and leave. Events to God. 
In one that is alive there is Hope; which may 


de extended tothe Mind as well as to our 


_ outward Concerns : there is Hope Men may 

live to ſee their Follys, correct their Miſ- 

takes, amend their Lives, and recover the 

Favour of God, which is irrecoverably loſt 
when gone from hence. 58 

But he adds, A living Dog is better than 

a dead Lion; whereby he wou'd ſignify the 

uſt Preference which ought to be given 

to Life above any thing that is inanimate. 

The meaneſt Creature living 1s better than 

the nobleſt dead. But ſome may be ready 

to ask, Is not this inconſiſtent with what 


83 the wife Man has elſewhere advanc'd, in 
© Ecel. 4. 2. Praiſing the Dead which are already dead, 


more than the Living which are yet alive? 
3 To this 1 return, that in one Paſſage he has 
regard to the Troubles of Lite, and in the 
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Vid. Dr. Patrick's Paraphraſe. 
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on Mr. Samuel Ewor. 
other to the Advantages of it; ſo that ta- 
king him in theſe different Views, the ſeem-- 


ing Contradiction is perfectly reconcibd: and 


then follows the Text, But the Living know 
that they ſhall die. | 


The Royal Preacher wou'd not have Life- | 


undervalu d, nor wou'd he have Rational 
Beings ignorant of the Offices of Life; and 
therefore having aſſerted the Dignity of i it, 
he adds, For the Living know that = ſhall die, 
q. d. Life is to be improv'd as a Prepara- 
tion for Death, and Time as it may diſpoſe. 
us for a Bleſſed Eternity, So that he ſeems: - 
here to inſinuate, that to die well is the 
great End of living; and that Life it ſelf is 
principally to be valu'd on this account, as 
it gives us an Opportunity to prepare for 
our great Change, that we may make a com- 


% 


fortable and happy Exit out of this World; 5 


For the Living know, GC. 


In diſcourſing of theſe Words I ſhall, | | a. 


I. Speak of the Knowledg that the Living 


have concerning their Death. 


II. Show you, that tho the Living are un- 


der a neceſſity of dying, tis no Reflec- 
tion either on the Jake or Goodneſs 
of God. 
III. Inquire whence it is that the gene- 
rality of the Living negle& their Pre- 


paration for Death, tho they r 


I know they ſhall die. 
tk We are to ſpeak of the Knowlete that _ 


the _ have GLORY their Death, 1 


— © - ' * S 


A< 


n 


that we ſhall 


ſhown that Men are mortal, 
of the preſent Age know chat they are com- 


1 9 A Funeral Sermon 
Te Living know that they ſhall die, that 
the Union betwixt Soul and Body ſhall be 


diſſolv'd, that they ſhall leave this World 
and enter on another State; and Reaſon” 


_ dictates that they ſhall then be converſant 


with a World of Spirits, and agreeably to 
their good or bad Behaviour here, be happy 


or miſerable hereafter. 


The Frame and Conſtitution of Human 


Nature i is ſuch, that every one who makes 


juſt Reflections on his own Being and Fa- 
cultys, muſt readily acknowledg, that Man 
is compos'd of two very different Princi- 
Ples, viz, Matter and Spirit. Now all mate- 


rial compounded Beings are ſubject to Diſſo- 


lution. Indeed the Soul is Immaterial, and 
conſequently Immortal: I don't ſay tis ab- 
folutely immortal, for in that Senſe God 
only hath Immortality. Yet our Souls are 
incapable of dying, becauſe there are no in-. 


| ternal Cauſes of Diſſolution in a Spiritual 


Subſtance. I acknowledg that God may, if 


| he pleaſes, annihilate Human Souls; but! 


know no Reaſon which ſhowd induce us 


to believe that he will: tho we have the 


greateſt Reaſon in the World to conclude, - 
off theſe Bodies, and that 
they ſhall be reduc'd to Duſt, from whence 


ol they were at firſt taken. 


Again, The Experience of every Age has 
and the Living 


$d of the ſame frail Materials as thoſe 
ere, who liv'd and died in Ages paſt; and 


. as they fill up the rooms of others who are 
5 * "a know m—_ muſt ſhortly lie down - 


in 
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on Mr. Samuel Ewer. Wy 


in the Duſt, that others may ſucceed in 
their room. One Generation: paſſeth | away, Eccleſ. t. 
and another Generatian. cometh. Now theſe 4. 
two ways the Heathens were capable of 
knowing the Truth in our Text, without 
the Aſſiſtance of a Divine Revelation: But - * 
we who enjoy the Word of God, bave a Gon 231 
very clear and diſtin& diſcovery, which Rom, FY 
way Death was firſt introduc'd into this _ 
lower World, as well as the Method that * 
infinite Wiſdom has eſtabliſh'd for our com- 2 
pleat Victory over it at laſt, viz. by our {| 4 n 
Bleſſed Saviour's Death and Reſur rection. 2 2 
By the former he took away the Sting of f 7 
Death, and deſtroy'd him that had the Power Noe © *1 
of Death; and by the latter he gave us the (Ce 
aſſuring Pledg, and the moſt perfect Pat - 4 
tern of our own Reſurrection. 
As to the entrance of Death into the 


World, St. Paul gives us the following ac- = 
count : Wherefore "om Sin enter d into the Rom. . 
World, and Death by Sin, or for Sin; and ſo 12, 13% Þ} 


Death paſsd upon all Men, for that all had "++ 
ſinned. For until the Lam Sin was in the 
World; but Sin is not imputed when there is 
no Law. Nevertheleſs, Death reign'd from 
Adam to Moſes, even over them that had nat 
ſinned after the Similitude of Adam's Tranſ- 
greſſion, who is the Figure of him that was t 
come. In theſe few words the Apoſtle ſub- 
ſtantially proves, That the true Cauſe of 
Man's being ſubjected to the common Law 
of Mortality, was the Sin of Adam; which 
elſewhere he expreſly affirms, and- often re- 
peats in words very ſignificant and empha» 
tical: e. g. ——Thro the Offence of one, many 
are 
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10 of Funeral Seriwion - 
2. 3. are N By one Mat Offence, Death 


FY 
1 
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„17, d by one ,——— By the Offence of one, 
» 19. Hademar! tame upon all Men to Condemna- 
tion: By one Man's Di ſobhedi ence many 


were made Sinners. So the ſame Apoſtle 

 fays in another Epiſtle; That in Adam ll 

1 1655 IS - die. All which Expreſſions are of like Im- 
port with that firſt cited, I whom: all have 

ſinned; from which the "Apoſtle ſeems to 

argue after this manner: Tho all that de- 

ſcended from Adam in an ordinary way, 

nad ſin'd as well as he who was the com- 

mon Parent of Mankind; yet till the giving 

of the Law at Mount . we find no 

Law promulg'd that denounc'd Death a- 

gainſt all kind of Sin, but that very Law 

that threaten'd Adam himſelf with Death. 

But of the Tree of the Knowledg of Good and 

* Evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it; for in the 

Day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 

{dow tis evident, that none of the Poſteri- 

ty of Adam did actually violate this Law; 

= and ſays the Apoſtle, Sin is not ne 
aer. — where there is no Law: 1. e. Tis not ſo 
2 charg'd upon Man that he ſhou'd die for 
4 it, before there is any Law that threatens 
Death againſt it. Nevertheleſs Death reign'd 

om Adam till Moſes, even over them who 

lags not ſin d after the Similitude of Adam's 

Tranſgreſſiun. Now whether we underſtand 

this 2 Infants or ſuch as were adult, nei- 

ther of em did eat the forbidden Fruit, 

nor ſin againſt any Law that threaten'd 

Death to all Sinners. So that upon the 

vr hole the Apoſtle infers, that *twas Adam's 

Sin which dic * Meg obnoxious. 1 

= Mi x; A | | Deat „ 1 


on Mr. Samuel Ewer. 
Death: He ſin'd as the Head and common 


Parent of Mankind, fo. that all his Poſte- 
rity. may be ſaid ro have ſin d in him, and 


fallen with him in his firſt Tranſgreſſiun. 

Now Adam having brought hitafelf un- 
der the Sentence of Death by his Apoſta- 
cy from God, *twas impoſſible under ſuch 


- Circumſtances, that he ſhou*d propagate an 


Immortal Race. So that the Living not 


only know that they are obnoxious. to 


Death, but that they die for Adam's Sin, 


and in conſequence of God's Decree and Reb. 2 


Appointment... But before 1 leave this 
Head, I would make one Remark, vi. 
That *tis evident from Divine Revelation, 

that Men doas well deſerve Death for Ac- 


tual as for Original Sin. And therefore 


tho the Antediluviens, and the Men of So- 
dom, were ſubjected to the Law of Morta- 
lity by the Sin of Adam; yet the one pe- 


riſh'd by Water, as. the other did by Fire, 


becauſe of their own perſonal Rebellions a- 
gainſt the Sovereign of the World. 


Again, The Livin know they ſhall die; but 


then their Knowledg does not extend, ei- 
ther to the preciſe Time, the particular 
Manner, or diſtinct Place of their Death: 


When, how, and where we ſhall die, we 


cannot tell. Tho each of us may ſay with 


Job, 7 know thou wilt bring me to Death, and Job 
0 the Houſe appointed fur all Living. : And 23. 


yet we may as truly ſay with good old 


1 
4 L. Sy * 
TY 
x "DP 
; 12 g 
5 ” LS. 
A 
- 55S 
4 4 4 
4. " 7 


* * - 
. * 
30. ' 
* 
1 


Iſaac, I know not the Day of my Death. en aj. Ze 


God. has in great Wiſdom ant Mercy con- 
ceal'd from us future Events, and particu- 
larly the Time of our own Death, and 


[ 


The 


12 4 Faneral Sermon 
the Death of our Friends: In Mercy 1 ſay, 
that we might not torment our ſelves with 
melancholy Reflections on the fatal Period, 
if near; nor indulge our Appetites, and ſo 
defer our Preparations upon the diſtant 
View of our Cy If we perfectly knew 
the exact time of our Diſſolution, as it 
might diſcourage us from the vigorous Pur- 
ſuit of Knowledg, and the beneficial Offices 

-*% of human Life; ſo probably many, thro fear 

gab. 2.25. of Death, would be all their Life time ſubjett 

to Bondage. If Men were fully aſſur'd they 
ſhould attain to a very great Age, it would 
tempt 'em to be careleſs of their Health, 
and put *em upon undue Methods in a time 
of Sickneſs. If Men are ſo vicious now, 
when they cannot tell but they ſhall 
die the next Moment; into what exceſs of 
Riot would they run, and into what Miſ- 
| chiefs would they plunge themſelves, if 
they had fifty or ſixty Years in view? If 
Men are ſo mad on their Luſts, that they 
break thro. the Reſtraints of Reaſon and 
Religion, and all the Remonſtrances of 
Conſcience, when they know not but 
they may die in the midſt of their Fol- 
lies; what wou'd theſe Wretches be, what 
wou'd they do, yea what wou'd they not 
do, to gratify and pleaſe their ſenſual Ap- 
petites, could they be aſcertain'd of half an 
Age to come? Indeed ſuch is the amazing 
DDtiegeneracy of Human Nature, that Men 
©» who are enflav'd to their Lufts, do not 
only take incouragement to Sin from the 
vain Expectation of a long Life, but are 
_ ſometimes excited with the utmoſt Violence 
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on Mr. Samuel Ewer. 


they apprehend that their time here will 
de very ſhort. Therefore when we tell the 
Men of Liberty and Pleaſure, who have 
made great Advances in Sin, that they 
muſt ſnortly bid an Eternal adieu to every 
thing that flatters and courts their Senſes; 
they do like the obſtinate Jews, who when 
God had told 'em by his Prophet that they 
| ſhould ſhortly be cut off by his Judgments, 


ſaid, Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we 


ſhall die. And I remember, the Book of 
Wiſdom repreſents the Wicked as encou- 
raging themſelves to be diſſolute and luxu- 
rious, from the Conſideration of the Short- 
neſs and Vanity of human Life, in ſuch 


words as theſe: Our Life ſhall paſs away wiſd. 2. 
as the Trace of aCloud, and ſhall be diſpersd 4——9. 1 


as a Mit that is driven away with the Beam 


of the Sun, and overcome with the Heat there- 


of. © For our Time is à very Shadow that paſſeth 
amay.—— Come on therefore, let us enjoy the 
good things that are preſent: and let us ſpee- 
dily uſe the Creatures like. as in Touth. Let 
us fill our ſelves with coftly Wine, and Oint- 


ments: and let no Flower of the Spring paſs 


by us. Let us crown. our ſelves with Roſe- 


buds before they be wither d. Let none of us 
go without his part of our Follity: Let us ſeaus Ds 


Tokens of our Foyfulneſs in every place; for 


this is our Portion, and our Lot is this. Can 


any thing be more abſurd than ſuch Infe- 
rences as theſe, from the Conſideration of 


the Shortneſs of Life, and the Certainty 


of Death? Yet theſe are the celebrated 


a I 
* 


13 
to purſue their forbidden Pleaſures, when 


V 


Maxims of thoſe who place Happineſs in 


=o 

* 35 
1 
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Gen. 5. 24. 


2 Kings 
1. 11. 


Indeed the Holy Scripture informs us, 
that Enoch and Elijah had the Privilege to be 


8 


the Gratifications of the Animal Nature; 
add know no Pleaſures beyond thoſe of the 


Body. Tis à remarkable Paſſage which is 
recited by Herodotus * concerning Myceri- 


ns, one of the Kings of Egypt, That when 


notice was given him by an Oracle, that he 
had no more than fix Years to live, finding 
that neither the Apologies he made for him- 


ſelf nor the Complaints he return'd to the 


Oracle, coù'd alter the Decrees of Fate, 
he reſolvꝰd to indulge himſelf in Eaſe and 
Luxury, to live faſt; and by turning the 


Nights into ſo many Days, he contriv'd to 


Ive 'twelve Years in fect © „„ 
Again, Did we certainly now that upon 
ſuch a day the beſt and deareſt Friend we 


had upon Earth would take his final leave 
of us, how fhou'd we anticipate the Sor- 


rows of parting, and live under continual 
Fear and Dread? Finally, The Living know 
that they ſhall die; but the particular Time, 
and the various Circumſtances thereof, are in 


much Good neſs and Wiſdom conceal'd from 


us, that ſo we may be always ready. 


* 
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exempted from the great Law of dying. Of 
the former tis ſaid, That he walk'd with God 
and was wot, for Gad rook him: and of the 


latter, Th be went wp by 4 Whirlwind into 


Heauen So that their Time run into Eter- 


nity; with very lirtle interruption; ſome 
dh)zere ſeems to have been, for without doubt 
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on Mr. Samuel Rwer. 


| be under a very conſiderable Change, 
ae were admitted to the Pleaſures 


of the Heavenly State: For Fleſh and Blood, 
as tis now fram'd, faſhion'd, and 

Cannot inherit the K. cg dom of God. 
Moreover, the fame Apoſtle uur, T Chat 


tho we ſhall not all ſleep, i. e. die, yet we ſhall 


be chang d. He ſpeaks of thoſe that ſhall he 
alive when our Saviour ſhall come to judg 


the World: Theſe Men ſhall not die like 


others, but ſhall paſs under a Change that 
ſhall be equivalent to Death, as the Scrip- 


ter he had ſpoken of our Saviour's deſcen- , 
ding from Heaven with a Shout, with the Faice * 


of the Archangel, and the Trump of God, he 


adds, That: Dead ; in Chrift ſhall riſe ft. N 
then we which are alive and remain ſhall be 
caught up together with them in the Clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the Air; and ſo ſhall we ever 


be with rhe Lord. But this ſhall not be till 
theſe Perſons have paſs'd under a * 


as appears from the above- cited Text. 
that the Living know that all guall die, bur 
cept thoſe that ſhall be alive when Chriſt 
comes to judg the Quick and the ad. 
I proceed now to the ſecond 
| bas Diſcourſe; 


II. And that is to few you, That Man's 4 
being under a neceſſity of Dying is no Re- 


flection either on the Wiſdom or the Good- 


_ neſs of God: and this will appear from the | 


following Conſiderations. 
-..1- Man being compos d of Soul and Body, 


kl Head 5 


| wo as originally liable to OUR ns 


hk | Y 


1. 4 
cures in the Margin ſhew. The Apoſtle af- 5 e 40 4 


. . 4. Funeral Sermon : 
| ble of dying, as I hinted before. Indeed if 
Man had never fin'd, he would certainly 
never bave died. But being fix'd in ſuch 
Circumſtances that *twas poſlible for him to 

ſin, *twas alſo poſſible for him to die. So, 
that with this Explication and Reſtriction 
we may aſhrm, That Man was not immortal 
by Nature, but was originally capable of 
dying. Tho! aſſert, that if Man had con- 

tinu*d innocent he ſhou'd never have taſted 
Death; and I am inclin'd to think that hu-. 
man Life even then would have been eonti- 

mud after an extraordinary manner. Agree- 
Bre. Bates able to this is the Opinion of a late Modern 
Ves, p. Divine, who ſpeaking of Man whilſt innocent, 
9 ſays, He was immortal, not from everlaſting. 
1 Principles of Nature, but by Divine Preſer- 
= vation, of which the Tree. of Life was the- 
=  Ordain'd Means and Sacramental Pledge. 
Cf And if ſo, twas purely in the Pleaſure of 
Almighty God, who is the Author. of our 
Beings, and the Supreme Arbiter of Life 
and Death; to contigue-the one, or diſcon- 
tinue the other, according to his Sovereign 

Pleaſure, If God ighty was under no 
Obligation to give us Being, he can be un- 

der none to continue the Beings that he vo- 
luntatily made out of nothing, any longer 
than he pleaſes. All human Creatures are 
as much indebted to Heaven for their Con- 
ſervation, as they are for their Exiſtence; 
Now if the matter be as I have ſtated it; if 
our Bodies were not originally immortal, 
but capable in their own Nature of Diſſolu- 
tion; to be ſure it cannot be inconſiſtent 

with the juſt ice ot Goodneſs of God, either 
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on, Mr. Sa Samuel. Sper Es 
to Laſpend, or = beſtow an mmortality, 
* whichis a upertiatural Privilef e, upon what 
Terms my pleaſes. *Tis allow d by all, beſide 
ligations. which Adam was under to 
- 7 loral Law, from his natural Re- 
: we od as 4 Creator, that God re- 
ſtrain'd him by a poſitive Law from eating 
of the Tree of Knowledg of Good and Evil; 
and at the ſame time gave him the higheſt” 
Aſſurance in the World, that his Abſtinence 
ſhou'd be rewarded with Immortality. Now 
for the Accompliſhmeht of this, and that 
the Decays of, Nature might be prevented, 
or at leaſt repair'd, that a Man made of 
uſt might not be reduc'd to Duſt a gain, tis 
the Opinion of many Divines, | that the 
Tree of Life, planted in the midſt of Para- 
diſe, had'a Virtue in it that would render 
human Bodies (naturally capable of Death) 
durable and immortal. But Adm having 
actually violated the Divine Law, by eatin 
of the forbidden Fruit, God cuts him off 
from the Privilege which he might have en- 
Joy'd by the Tree of- Life, and left him not 
only to the ordinary Courſe of Nature, but 
pronounc'd upon him the Sentence of Death. 
And 1 preſume all Men will allow, that . 3 
upon Adam's Diſobedience and Apoſta -. | 
cy, *twas no Impeachment of the Divine | 
-Juſtice to chaſe him out of Paradiſe, and 
to deprive him wholly of the uſe of the Tree 
of Life. Now if Adam was not immortal 
by Nature, and if he forfeited his ſuperna- 
. tural Priyjley e of Immortalit by his Sin, I 
e Ip cent eren wo. me” + 
5 5 at 
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. erb 
that God has done us no lvjbſtice, by; ap- * 
| pointing Man once to die. 
2. If we reflect upon the Moral and pe⸗ 
nal Evils that attend the beſt of Men = 
this World, we ſhall ſee much more Reaſo 88 
to admire both the Wiſdom and the Good - 
neſs of God, in laying us under a 1788 
of Dying, than to reflect on either of the 
Attributes, becauſe God has appointed 
Man once to die. Here good Men are not 
only tempted to ſin, but frequently over- 
Rom: 7-23 125 by the Tempter: They find a Lam in 
their Members warring Againſt the Law of 
their Minds, and frequently carrying them into 
. to the Law of Sin, which is in their 
embers. Now we ſhall never be perfect- 
ly freed from indwelling Sin, till the mo- 
ment of our Diſſolution. . Moreover, as 
long as Sin is in the World, it. will be fol- 
. low'd with a Trait of Miſeries: Indeed 
ſome People are not exposd to fo ma- 
ny and ſo great Troubles as others; yet 
Men indefinitely are born ro Trouble, « - 
its arks fly upward. Man that is born 0 * 
3 14.1. 2 is of few, Days, and full of Trou 
I Now fince Man in no State of Life 1 2 
can be entirely freed from Sin, and per- 
fectly exempt from Troubles, even of va- 
8 rious kinds, *tis ſo far from being any juſt 
FgReflection upon the Wiſdom and Goodneſs | 
of God, that Man is made ſubject to Death, 
bt tmat tis an unſpeakable Mercy to all good 
= Men, that they are oblig'd to drop theſe 
Bodies, with which they ſhall put off the 
4 Bod) y of Sin, and have an Opportunity to 
1 > If, ate in their Bedi, I mean to lie On - 
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the Grave, where the Wicked ceaſe from Trou- 28 3.17. 


8 bays "and where the Weary are at Reſt. 
3. "The Ends of the Diyine Government 


verning the World, is the real Benefit” of 
Rational Beings, as well as the Advance- 


ment of the. Glory of his own Attributes 


and Perfections. if Men run Riot in Sin 
now, and are ſo prodigiouſſy wicked, tho 
they know they ſhall die, and they cannot 
reaſonably expect to live beyond the com- 


mon Standard of Humane Life; what a 


Hell would this Earth be if it were inha- 


bited with innumerable Myriads. of immor- 


tal Sinners! *Tis more than robable, that 
the extraordinary Wickedneſs 
World, which provok'd Gad to deſtroy all 
but eight Perſons, was very much promo- 
ted by the long Lives of wicked Men, who 


had ſo many and ſo great Opportunitys of 


corrupting thoſe they convers'd with : And 
therefore it has been frequently obſerv'd, 
that when God promis'd Noah, that there 
ſhould never be ſuch another Deluge S ay 2 
deſtroy all Fleſh, he ſaw it neceſlary, af 


ter the Flood, to contract Humane Life, 
that Men might not have ſo many Oppor- 


tunitys of 10 7 one another to Sin, 
and“ of advancing the lutereſts of Satan's 
"Kingdom, as he” Antediluvians had. 

4. Good Men cannot receive a conſum- 
mate Reward in this Life, nor bad Men be 


*expos'd to the utmoſt Miſeries their Sigs 
2 e for if wicked Mea were. 15 5 
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arth are admirably ſerv'd, by this 
Decree and Diſpenſation concerning the 
Mortality of Man. God's Deſign. in go- 
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ches of the Family. And if the Poor are 
10. numerous and ull of Complaints how, 
both would hade increas'd in proportion, or 
Aſe all Feople muſt have been upon 


ſo numerous and ff 


* 


in this World, which would ſo much-reſem- 


ble that Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, where 


the Worm never dies, nor is the Fire ever 
ee ? Indeed God does ſometimes, in 
the Courſe of his Providence, put a viſible 


2 5 iche 0, v2 

4 Funeral Sermon * 
be puniſh'd here according to their Deſerts; 
who could bear the Thoughts of contiauing 


difference betwixt the Righteous and the 


Wicked, even in this Life: but the com- 


— 


10 F Happineſs of the one, and the perfect 


Miſery of the other, cannot be adminiſtred 
here, but is reſerv'd for the other State in- 
to which Men enter at Death. What God 


Can do, if he'd act out of his ordinary way, 
by a Series of Miracles, thro the Ages of 
Eternity, is not for us to determine; but 


according to his eſtabliſh'd Methods of Go- 
vernment, and the Nature and Order of 


Things, the Glory of God, and, the Hap- 
Pineſs of Mankind, is beſt ſecur'd by his ap- 
Pointing Man once to die. 


J. If God had not determin'd that Men 


ſhould die, the World would have been o- 
verſtock d with People many Ages ago: And 
what would have follow'd upon this, but while 
Men could have ſubſiſted, the- firſt Poſſeſ- 


ſors would have been Princes, and the ge- 


nerality of their Deſcendants Beggars? For 

tis not to be imagin'd that they who had 
been in poſſeſſion of an Eſtate three or four 
thouſand -Years, would conſent to quit 


their Right, while living, to younger Bran- 
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and all Civil Diſtinctions loſt ; and inſtead 
of well-goyern'd Communitys, the whole 
World would have been one confus -d Mob. 
Moreover, *tis eaſy to make! it appear, even 
to Demqpſration, BI if there had not 
been A Succeſſion Funeràls, as well as 
Birthe, the whole Globe of the Earth would 
not have contain'd the infinite Numbers 
that would haye been produc'd from Adam 
to this Pay. Nor ons the Earth, 
furniſh'd a Supply, ſo that the Inhabitants 
8 cither have died with Famine, n 
ee by Miracles. . No one _ 
hes 155 the leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon to i 
reflect Fi: on the Goodneſs or the 'Wifs 7 
dom. o for decreeing that Man ſhould PS RF 
die .eſpec 1150 if we conſider, . 
a the ſixth and laſt place, "the infallible 
A urance that God has given all good Men 
of a Joyful Reſurre&ion to Eternal Life. 
And this was done very early; for ſo ama- 
Zing Was, the Divine Goodneſs, that the 
Promiſe was exhibited. before the Sentence 
of Death was denounc'd on our Firſt Pa- 
rents. For tho they had forfeited their Im- 
mortality by their Sin, and highly dif Pleas'd 
and provok'd: tbe great. Sovereign of the 
World yet before God ſaid to them, > cen gin 
thou art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt. return; 
promiſes the Meſſiah, and fays to Sat: 
will put an Enmity berween thee and the th 
man, and between thy Seed und her Seed ; 
ſball bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt braſs bis | 
Heel.” In which words we have the Goſpel 
AS; i were in Miniature: for both Jewiſh _ 
and Chriſtian” Interpreters have 70 Know- 
„FVG 


— 


* 


e ee, 


ledg 4, that this Promiſe did refer to the 
Me ah ; and in it there is a very plain in- 
imation, not only that the Son of God 


y hould aſſume Humane Nature, and fuffer 
r that his Succeſs ſhould be glo- 
3 rious, that he ſhould deſtroy the Power of 

gz and be the Ado of eternal Re- 

emption to his People. Indeed 'tis objec- 
ted, That [SeedJ, ſignißſes a Nation, * 
Number of Kate as bei God promii- 


| 7 12.53.10. ies the Meſſiah, that he f 175 Seed. In 
. 11 eturn to which, yh 0 Th 109 0 Seed be 
=—_ Joun of Multitade, ye et we find it apply 
J Scripture to a ſingle Perſon; as When 
Gen. 24. = is calld. anot her s 92. And & greeably to 
26. is, 15 the way of arguing the le fon 


| Gale 16: A Epiſile to. the ET OW Now to A- 
1 aham and his Feed were the Promiſes made, 
4 5 wag And fo. Seeds, as of, many 5 but 
4 An 72 thy We which 46 Chriſt, 
= argues f e the Word's being in 
e DV 
| . not Seeds; t 58 ore it 0 Geoltys one Per- 
ang No Mee: 2: 525 al, 75 0 
af o Ma nd; ha 1 
early an ANCE. We the Tncathation of the 
5 hy God, and at in the Humane Na- 
Tut he * 6 ov co 9 Satan, or "as the 
V Author to. kh e Hebrews ex preſſes N deſtroy 
hk UL Te: him who, bad the. ower of Death? 15 14 the 
as _— Devel, ka OR. 9 who. "this bed Ml 
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on Mr. Samuel E Wr. 23 
Death, were all their Life-time: ſubjef to Bon. 
dage I ſay, this is ſuch an Inſtance of a- "of 
mazing Goodaeſs,-as may juſtly raiſe the 
Admiration of Men and: Angels, that an 
offended : Deity, ſhould. promiſe the great 
Bleſling of a perfect Saviour to Rebels, be- 
fore he denounces againſt em a Threatning 
for their Diſobedien ede. 
The Doctrine of the Reſurrection is 
plainly reveal'd in the Old Teſtament, tho 
various Circumſtances concerning that E- 
vent are ſet in a clearer Light by the Ne F. 
Job is expreſs with reference to this greet 
Article of Faith: I know t hat my Redeemer Job 19. 
liueth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter Day. 25» 26. E 4 
upon the Earth; and tho after, my Skin Worms if 
deſtray this Body, yet. in my. Fleſh ſhall I ſee 

Ged ; whom 1 Jual ſee for my ſelf, and my 
yes + ſhall behold, and not another, tho my 
| Reins be conſum d within me. Which Words "BP 
cannot be interpreted in a figurative and 

improper ſenſe, without ſome Force and 

Violence. And tis certain they were un- 
derſtood in a literal ſenſe in the Ap6ſtoli- 

cal Age; for I find em cited by * Clement — 
Romanus, to prove the Reſurrection of Hu- 2 
affirms, - that many of them who ſleep in the Dan. 12.2. 
Duſt of the ee *awake, ſame to Ever- 2 


laſting Life, and ſome to Shame and E 
ing Contempt, This Text indeed is unde- 
ſtood metaphorically by a very learned f In- 
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1 1 1 this he Spokes 5 the mot 
But, 4880 ie, Jeu Te Nntent ſets this” 
9 in a clear Light, ant gives us an ac- 


5 . count of various very conf derable Circum-" 
ances in reference Us this Event; which" | 
had been concedlPd from the World in Ages! 


paſt: Tis this, part. of Divine Revelation 


aſſures, us, That . Chriſt hath *abolsſh"d Death, 


and brought "Life © and Immor tality” t tive: 
thro the Goſpet';, the 8 b of 'whieh words: / 
ems to be this,” that Chai has virtually, 


8 0 and in effeck aböliſbꝰd W För tho we. 


an 
© 


are yet ſubſect to the Common Law. of Mor- 
kality, and muft take the Grave in our way 
to Heaven, Jet at Feng Death ſhall be: 


Rom 1449. w ſwallow'd. ap 10 Vito! For this 'end * 


Lord both p 'hx Ded ande "Loving 1 10 

15 § do raiſe len up nt rde laft Pay W. 
g an irn . 

eg. He hath, Aboliſb d Dea ñ the K. Ori- 


5. died, "and rſt, an revivꝰ d, that he mi 


nal Word Iignifies not aways the-taking 


away the chf Hehe it preciſely” eee but 
Atroyt ing g Dower of that thing, ahd 
0 08 it in effect as tho! it were not 


1d at 955 as. a the Sctiy Lars in the Margin fully 


carer by y this Phraſe of - Chriſt's 

Baue an 4 De ch, © Ware to under 
Jack not "our the Victor heobtain'dover 
in his WIA Perſon, who after he was 
1 and baryd raisd hitmfelf- from tlie 
Dead, the Bonds of Death not being able 
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| 0 Grave, where iM Vict 
10 Gb whieh giveth us the Fatory, y thro our 


| e e mL vel. Eber. e as 4 
hold bin 2 but farther, we ard to. con 


90 that Chritt borh died and roſe from 


ie Doads 4 4 à publick Head-and Repreſen- 
tative; and by his Reſurrection has g wen uy 
Afſoranie; thatweallo ſhalt be pare from 


the Dead at the laſt Day. Chriſt Has taken 
the whole Diſpoſab of Death into his own 


hands: Tum he that liveth and wat dead ; and Rev. 1.18. 1 


behold Jam ative for. evermorey; and have: the 
Key? of Hell and of Deachi Onur, Rleſſecd 


8 Tier has: the moſt indiſputable Right 
Aud tugcontrotable:Bower tor diſpaſe of all 


per ſons, with reſpett to their future States 


And ithat i is not All but wenden : 


its nature to a gOOd Man; andqbehgpoſt 


- repreſents Believers: not only xergncil; 


0 Death, but a8 triumphipg.iqver dt, Ao 42 C 


rheſe words n:0:Dearb;: whe 


anks. be 


Lori ꝓeſus Chriſt -vi DeathrhasJaſſſ3ts;Power, 
Fo-that'it cannot finally deſtroꝶ d Hor our 


"Saviour having been made the Hrſte uit of = 
them that Nepro his Reſurrection which ĩs paſt 
is à certain Futtern, and annaſſurigg Pleds = 

gf: ours which is to come, - The Mictery ob- 
ig d byrhe Headz gives fare and certain 


that tlie Member ſnalb not always 


ALedlain undes the Pöterroß — "bes 
ie Prophet Haſea per ſonates ee 

_-$wur, and would repreſent che Greatneſs c of 
his Conqueſt, and the Glory of his Pri- 


bathphs:over the laſt Enemy: he: introduces, 


him as uttering theſe words: E mill runſem Hof. 1 
| them om the Grave, I will redeem them from 14. 
9 Dla; 9 a! Pl be phy Nane. a 0 9 
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1 Pt be thy Bi g mw" ſhall be bid 
S Men will find. 
this — partly accompliſh'd. at Death, 
tho its abſolute Completion; will be reſeryd 
to the firſt» Reſurrection ; for then chi C 
raprible all: have Put 4 Incorript ion, and 
whit Mt ab ua uu, put on Immortality 
B1.1.157 Joy then) fopu'the Apoſtle, ſhall be brought 
| tot paſy the "which was written, Death is 
be up in Fictory. And a noble V oo 
ſhalÞ!'the@whole Body aft the Elett — | 
Was When they are perfectly reſcud : 
E dhe Captivity" of! the Graye;: and have: — 
= tirely-Thook:! v#f-the:Diſhonours of —— 
| lity Abd*Cobruptioets For Chriſt ſhall 
Ih 12 ke: 37 Hh. vile Bodys, e op 5 be. {ein 
42 . 2 Aike uno hit? Body, ackording 2 
o — rpbere he is been 10 — 
rb, f. Now is it re —— 


char day ond complain that they are ſub- 
to tlie bonimon Law. af Mortality for 
e firft Adam Sin z fince-the ſecond Adam 
das giren che moſt infallible: Aſſurance that 
in raiſe dem from Thel Dead, and be- 
et em al better àmmortality than 
Nan would have enjoyd if he had continu d 
Hnnbtent ? Therefore let none oenſure the 
_ <Govdneſgor 'the Wiſdom of the Divi | 
| wWernment! and complain of Man's: beintun- 
1c. 15. der à Neceffty of Bying ; For ſite by; Hun 
2: cane Dembyiby' Man came! alfa the Reſumec- 
== bien of tht Dead! 3 5 Hang AO. ein 
1 e proceed no to the Third general Head 
' BY at om of Diſtourſe: bro Stef B. 28 8 5 
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. 3 Wit 2 3 of 1 
people negle& their Preparation for Death, of FE 4 
_ thothey certainly know” hey ſhalt idip? i. 4 
Now the Cauſes of this fatal Miſmatage» 
ment are very various, according to Mensçgs 
different Inclinations, and the different Prin- © 
eiples by which they govern themſfl yes... 
ſnall not therefore pretend to enumerats exe. 
ry particular Cauſe which bas an influence 0 _ - 4 
Ute che ill Conduct; but ſhall mention ſe 3 
vetral things which are very ee I 
to which other Miter) may be eaſily re- 
duc di And, L935 4 FH £43 91 828 * 8 
l Groſs Novi Cauſe why Pro- oy 
glect to prepare fot their great Change. . 
They kriow ': indeed-tis:approachi and 
thar ' twill certainly overtake em; yet fo 
gtoſs is the Ignorance and | har der A 
greateſt i Day ＋ Mankind, 
| So evil —— from them, a — | 
I neglect the grand Affair of Lifeg — 25 
to Prepare for Death. Indeed, in Ser 
norance is taken notice of asithe! com- 
Sdurce of all Sin. God teſolves the 1 
-Widkedbeſs of che Fensſb Nation under the BE 
Old Teſtament, into Their Ignoragce'; For Deut. 427 
they ars 4 Nation woid'of Counſely neither 45 8. 
ebene any! Underſtan ding them. And under © a4 q 
the New Teſtatiedty che Crucifixion of rr 
Bieſſed Saviour is chargid upon the Igno- bu 
 Xance"of the fame: People; For eee 
-Rijown ir, ſays the Apoſtle, 12 woula nt 
aus cruriſed th Bord of Glory. And 1 
obſer ve, that the Error of a numerous Sect 
anleng the Jews, Who disbelivy'd the Fan 
> SHUFIS. +” Th f Tk, r 108 
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© ©. reſtion > the eld, is ſaid to have the 
” Mat.22. like Source: Te do err, u 3 
209. tures, nor the Power of God. Hen St: 
| Paul would deſcribe: the true Cauſe of the 


c 1 in that they committed Laſciviouſneſs with 

"Eph. 4. Greedineſs, he ſays, twas becauſe; of the 

18,19. Blindneſs of their Hearts. „And St., John tells 

Johnz. 11. us,” That he that doth Evil hath not * Side 0 

2. — ee He is ignorant, and has no true 

E ledg: of Gad and his Perfections. — tht as 
Sin ph han ſpriugs from a Defect in the 


Ing to: the ſame: GCauſe. n 

How ignorant are ohandatce. of People 
both concerning God and themſelves! Tis 
almoſt incredible, that rational Creatures 


Weinęs or Circumſtances, or without conſi- 
Acering the Ferfectians of tha Sad h firſt 


ſervation upon the 
will furniſh as 2 

this. Is any thing. mort common than fer 
1 thoſeze Who are.in\auState; of Nathrg, un- 
der che Earſe of dn chroken Covenant of 


of Human Life, 


22 to paſs away 
— asi they 


bei Lime in mr an 


f | * 3 : Saxo are candemm 
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fand ec or the: Fall, and how much 
orie $hew Cineemſt aunes My 55 their 


great Degeneracy of the Gentile World, 


Vnderſtanding, ſo this complicated Evil 
of neglecting to prepare for Death, i0w- 


_ ſhould live withaut reflecting on their own 
 causd em to exiſts? Yet: a: very little Ob- 
to, many proofs: H 


Works, and ho in the I angvage of or 


3. werk in as happy: :.C —— Ances f A 
YH ee let in the World 2 And zowhence 
in l * des this ariſe, but from ignorance ! Fee. 
wal = ple are inſenſible hom they are: corrupted 
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actual Wear of the Divine Law. 
Now, I ſay, tho the Living know they 
ſhall die, yet being ighorant of the infinite 
Danger. to which they are expos'd by their 
Sins, 185 rather treaſure up Wrath a- 
pack the Day of Wrath, than 14bour to 
FT und of Chriſt in Peace, without Spot 
and Blame, in the Day of God. For while 
Men, are ſtupidly ignorant of God, and 
themſelves, and are intire Strangers to the 
Method of Salvation, which is eſtabliſh'd in ki 
the Goſpel, thro the meritorious Suffering, 4 
of the Son of God; no wonder if the 338 
defer. their Preparation for Death and Judg- 
ment. No one will be ſollicitous about a 
Saviour, till he is ſenſible that he is a loſt 
Sinner, and has his Mind deeply impreſs d 
with a Senſe of the exceeding Sinfulneſs of - 
his Sins, as they are oppoſite to the pure 
Nature and the · perfect Word of God. OY 
| Too many take up with this general No- 
tion: We are indeed Sinners, but then ED 
| Chriſt dy'd for Sinners, and God is merci- 
ful to Sinners; and we doubt not but jhe 
will be ſo to us. Theſe Men are ready 9 
with the Jews of old, to bleſs themſelves Tn "OP 7 
their Heart, ſaying, We ſhall have Peace, tho 19. 
we walk in the Imaginations of our Heart, to 
add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt. Never conſide- 5 
ring that the Promiſes of Pardon and 78 
nal Life are made only to believing'P 
tents: As that Scripture Im frs. in the Por. = 
Prophet, Let the Wicked forſale his Way, ts 185 1 
and the unri ght eus Han his Tens „ 4 
let 12 rerum is. the] 


Words and he will have 
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3 43 Fay paſs this esd, auger but 
Nen, That even amon pra vin of an ex- 


Teac Genius and a vaſt Co m aſs of 


Knowiedg, their Miſi dagement ich re- 


ſpeck to another Life's owing to their 1g- 


Wade and tho this looks like venturing 


on a, Paradox, yet 'tis too. evident to bẽ 


depy'd. © The Diſcourſe of a Learned Ruler 
the Jews concerning the new Birth, 


i recor 1 in the Goſpel of St. John, does not 


diſcover a little Ignorance. And if oor 


modern Libertines, who dare lampoon the 


Office of the Holy 8 irit, and repreſent his 


renewing. and ſancti 1 Work, as Viſion 


and the. Spleen; I ay, it ſuch Men cannot 


bear to be thought fo ignorant as Nico- 


demus, I am ure they are more profane: 

a ſhall only ſay at preſent, 
were wiſe, that they underſtood 

would confoder their latter End! 


this, that the 


'Let Men, boaſt ever i much of their Wir, | 


they are utter. Strangers to true Wiſt 
who lay aſide all” Thoughts of a future 
0 and ney Nb to 8550 for the Invi- 
ſible W orld. Wiſdom of a Man does 
not only e Choice of a Holt 
Kad, but in the 8 9 5 Uſe of thoſe 
Means, Which are moſt. proper for the at- 
-ralping. of his End. © So that whatſoever 
xeuſes, Men may frame for deferring their 


0 Frebaretien for Death; *tis very evident, 


that one true Cauſe of it is a ſtupid Igno- 
"rance of God and themſelves, and of that 
. INE into P ABN Dey are haſtning. 
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. Another Cauſe of Peoples i Conde 


in this moſt important Affair, is Scepti- 


ciſm Ind Unbelief, with reſpetito a- future 


State of Rewards and Puniſnments. One 
wontd think that Men ſhould not want to 
be confirm'd in the Doctrine of à future 
State, or that any ſhou'd have Doubts con- 
cerning the Diftribution-- of Rewards and 


Puniſhments after this Life, who have the 1 gn U 
Goſpel in their Hands, which has brought | i e 1 
Life and Immortality to Light. 1 


Indeed thoſe Philoſophers among the An- 
tients, who were Vicious, have done their 
utmoſt to perſuade themſelves and others 
that the Matter was doubtful; tho after all 
the Diſguiſes- they- could invent, and the 


courſes, they could not own; that the 
Doctrine of future Rewards for good Men, 
was more probable than the contrary. For 
indeed if we abſtract from the Conſidera- 
tion of that Diſeovery which is made of a 


future State by the Holy Scriptures, we have 
from Principles of Reaſon a much better 
Aſſurance that good Men ſhall be rewarded 


in à Life to come, than we have of ma- 
ny other things in his World, which yet 
have an extraordinary Influence both on 
our Minds and Manners. For this might 


be accounted for from the juſtice and Wiſ⸗ 


dom of God's governing Providence, from 
the Nature of our Souls as Rational 


and Immortal Beings, together with the 


"Deſires which ſeem to be interwoven with 


| the very Frame and Conſtitution of our 
N to . e de added the Ca- 
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3B plcity -G6d bas given gr tp-.conte pl 
ö 3 and admire him, to love, and ado atom 15 
But that lich is the moſt certain e 
of this. Matter; e Revelation God has, 
—_ by tus Son, Who came! from Hea en, 
with this kind L —.— and after his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, did viſibly- af- 
cend thither again, toe give Aſſurance. to 
all: whom bis Feber; had given him, that 
where he was there they ſhould: be alſo, to 
| behold his Glory. Vet wer have tao mnc 
Rea ſon to fear, that many who, enjoy the 
Goſpel-Revelation, are, Scepticks.,, in- chis 
fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Faith. 
And aof many of bel, ho profeſs. . to 
believe: the: ener, of a future State, it 
may rather be ſaid, that they do- ah 
Aisbelieve it: 1 hat they call Fai 
is but a wavering Leine not a 
Aſſent, or a well- grounded 52 reg 
Nowꝭtis not likely ar an unſettled oo 
nion about theſe important Matters mould 
influence Men to prepare for that State and 
Life, Which they do not ſteddily believe 
will ever come. Whereas if Men were 
_ Xe fully per ſuaded, Tha ſuch. who. by patiem 
n. „4. J continuance, i well doing : ſeek. for Glory and 
_ Honour and eie „ ſhould obtain en | 
=_ nal Life; and, that they who are hard en'd 
„. 43 thro the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, who are 
_ FE 1 [fearful and unbelieving, and to every good 
8 ; TY . work Reprobate, ſhauld have their Portion 
| 7 in that Lake which burns with Fire and 
el, a/ 8 Brimſtone - I fay, did Meg ſteddily believe 
_ tbeſe things, '*tis hardly to be. conceiv'd 
BF rei . under the denen of ſuch a Faith, 
_—— 7 3 3 could 
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i rome how much, 
cee I den. wr the Faith of 
hs: 95 ſpel have upon our Conduct, fince; 
Objects N the . 68 0 Revelation 
_ es, Either to raiſc our or e 
cite our Fears are in . 6 Hope, Nas 
tures infini tranſcending . any thi 
which the 2 0 of this Wal d, can preſet 
either to pleaſe or terrify us 
Could we by Faith look — oſs things 
which are not ſeen, and make them preſent 
to our Minds, tho diſtant and future; were 
we, firmly, perſuaded thank * of incon : 


ceivable yl 90d Me 
and that. al 1 25 are woe 1 


4 » | e 
an impenitent, all not only be excl 
God's Eternal, Reſt, but doam'd' to. ſuffer 
the: Vengeance | of Everlaſting Fire: I ſay 
did; we as. verily. believe theſe things, as 1 : 
Heayen were open to our. 1 And the 
covering taken off from De ral wif 
we heard the Hallelyjabs of the Say? 


the Groans of the Damn'd; How eafl nd 
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Deyil? With what contempt ſhould we look | 

down upon the, vaniſhing Glories of this 

World? And with how great Abhorrence 

reject all thoſe Temptations which were 

defign'd to 1 us into Sin, and hinder 

mY i * c the: iavigble ee 
it, 
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4 Funeral Sermon 
23. Another Cauſe why Men procraſtinate 
their Repentance, and delay their Prepa- 
ration for Death, is the want of ſerious 


Conſideration. For tho a Man may have 


a competent Knowledg of God and of 
himſelf, and be very ſenſible of the great 
Evil of Sin, and that his Guilt can only 
be expiated by the Sacrifice of the Son 


of God; and that there is a future State 


of Rewards and Puniſhments : Vet if this 


Perſon does not ſeriouſly conſider theſe 
NES, ſo as to have his Mind deeply im- 
| pre I 


with an awful Senſe of 'em, he'l 
erſevere in his Negligence, and make no 
roviſion for the Eternal World. Incon- 


ſiderate People often cheat themſelves with 


che Appearances of Happineſs; for they 
look no farther than the Surface of things, 
and like the ignorant Pilot, if the Face of 


the Waters be ſmooth, have no apprehen- 


fion of Dangers which are ont of ſight. 
*Tis want of Conſideration which makes 
Men confident and careleſs. ' For tho Peo- 
ple believe that God is, and that He is a 
Rewarder of them who diligently ſeek him; 


that Man is a frail dying Creature, that 


he has his Foundation in the Duſt, and is 
cruſh'd before the Moth; that the Wicked 
at death ſhall go away into er 
Puniſhment, but the Righteous into Li 


Eternal: Yet if Men do not heartily ad-. 


vert to this Knowledg and Faith, and con- 
ſider theſe things with all the Seriouſneſs 


and deep Concern which Matters of ſuch 


continue negligent and remiſs in their Pre- 
£ . | „„ paration 
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on Mr. Samuel Ewer. 35 

paration for Death and judgment. For 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt powerful Arguments 
in the World ſignify nothing to Men who 
will not conſider. Tis impoſſible that an 
Argument ſhould gain our Aſſent, till it is 
duly attended to, and weigh'd. All Ar- 
guments are propos'd to us, as we are ra- 
tional Beings; and as ſuch it becomes us 
to conſider the Mediums that are offer'd, 
without which we ſhall always miſtake ing 
e 
Indeed the generality of the World are 
ſo immers'd in Senſuality, that they are not 
mov'd with any thing but what courts 
their Senſes: and that which is not groſs - 
enough to regale them, they think, is too 
abſtracted to be conſider d. And no won- 
der, while People thus ſuffer themſelves to 
be govern'd by their Appetites, and to be 
exceſſively tranſported with preſent Enjoy- 
ments, if they neglect preparing for a fu- 
PVC 

4. Another Cauſe of Mens delaying in 

the great and neceſſary Work of Life, is 
their prevailing Love to this preſent 
World, and thoſe Enjoyments which ſtrike 
hard on their Senſes. This World is 4 
very great Snare to the generality of Peo- 
ple, who love it fo paſſionately that it 
engroſſes the whole of their Thoughts and 
Time. Some paſs away the gteateſt part 
of their Lives in Diverſion and Pleafure, 
while others are wholly taken up with 
Buſineſs. The former conſider which wax 

they may ſpend an Eſtate, ſo as to gra- 

tify their ſenſual Appetites; and the latter 

W554: « : 6 2 how 


ö 


— 


Eke, o. 
e. 


— 2 2 o II - _ \ \ \ i 
— p —— 8 9 8222 25 * = N 
ſays . —_ 5 = 
* 3 
3 * 
7 
. 
£ . 


„ 3 — — 
— K— - A — — 
—— — — - 

. 1 * 
"as vs a 4 7 * 
* r 
3 


ou | 
O 


CE —— 


r 
— © — 
Ow » — 
— r 
” 
+ 


a 5 * = 

— —— 
_— ——UU— — — —ͤ ——— had de 
— — — PE — 


. 8 


500 


7 or Death a 


| have in this Wo! id, wean, to. Hrepa 
for the other. Ae Ge Gs of. 510 


_— dt un 
m they may raiſe an ſtate, to 


to ſooth a 

covetous Humour: and both of 'em, tho 

differently influenc'd, yet negle& the Ore 

pos. Net Az and defer weit Frepatr ation 
dgment. 0 Y 
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ict a guard upon their n, as. 15 


5 ought 8 upd therefore thoſe things which 
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away. their Hearts, and make 'em get 


eateſt Concern they 


diſſipate. our Minds, and prevent us, 
Mahing thoſe ſeriqus ee on Qur F ball 
ty Which become us; ſo that the f 1 75 
Part of our Lives. ordinarily runs out, either 
fore we are capable of juſt Reflections, or 
Iſe in the purſuit of thoſe-things which are 
reign to qur higheſt Intereſt. Indeed,” The 
Tut of the Heſii, the Tut of the Eyes, and 


the. Pride of Life, wake Impreſſions. Pl dif- 


ferent, on Mens. Mi Serra cir 
Conſtitutions and iel bi ws, 4 i vari- 
Foe $ Circumſtances of their Lives. However, 
'generality- of People are Voce es in their 
ifferent Purſuits; they have ſo Au onate 


2 reed, to thing gs. 'Tefnporal, t 


wholly. neglect than of a Spiritual add k E- 


feral Nature : they labour Night and Day 
for the, Meat which ere{bes,, but uſe no In 
5 a . that Wbick N fo e Life. 
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oh Mr. Samüel wer. 37 
Thus it was with the rich Epicure in the ä 5 
G0 pe ch es ghts were wholly taken up | 
with the Affairs of this World'; and he 
concluded, 'he had fo made his Fortunes, 
that he might promiſe himſelf many merry 
and pleaſant Years to come: Soul, ſays he, _ 12. : i 
thou ba much Goods laid up for mam Tear, : — 
tale thine Eaſe; eat, diint, and be merry. 3 
The 1 ſeems to ſpeak. witha very pleaſin 4 
Air; not that we are to ima agine the Wealtk 
he had amaſs'd together had given him intire 
Satisfaction: for a e as well be fed 
and nur a 5 a ec as a 
eatl y by n oyments of this 2 
N Li. 79 m Wi Nba in the Inftance > oo 
before Wag that this rich Man had very * 
1 Thoughts about keeping what he 3 
rotten. He thought within himſelf, fay- Luke 17 
nal, py ſhall 1 do, becauſe I have no room "7, 18. 
where to Jer my Fruits? And he ſaid, Th 
7 22 70, I will ull down my Barns, and will 
build greater, and there will I beſtow alt 
Fruits. and my. G ods. Here's deep Concern 
in contriying what ſhall be Gone; and or 
Reſolution he takes up hereupon could? * 7 
be executed without great Care and Fatigue, 
together with a vaſt Expence of Time and 
Mony: beſides, a thouſand things wight de- 
feat the Deſign, deſtroy the Goods, And re- 
move the Owner. And indeed the Parable 
mentions the laſt of theſe, as putting à ſud- 
den Period to the ſenſual I Tiumphs of this 
vain. Man: For God ſaid to him, Thou Fool, Ver. 20. 
this Night thy Soul ſhall be reges of thet, 
then whoſe. ſhall theſe things be which thou hat 
| e And our Saviour 200%; So 4 by Ver. 21. 
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that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and it not 
2 God. Yet how many ſuch im- 


A. Funeral Sermon 


prudent Perſons are there in the World, the 
whole of whoſe Time is divided betwixt 
Pleaſure and Buſineſs, till Death opens a 
new Scene, and their unprepar'd Souls are 


ſummon'd before the awful Tribunal of the 


Son of God? Twas a melancholy Conſide- 
ration to him who was not awaken'd to a 


Senſe of his Folly, till he lay on his Death- 


bed, who then expreſs'd himſelf after this 
manner: „I have taken care to leave my 
& Family in good Circumſtances, my Chil- 
d“ dren will have plentiful Fortunes; but 


I have made no Proviſion for my own . 


ec Soul: I have laid up no Treaſure in Hea- 
c ven. Miſerable Creature that I am! I 


& * muſt now take leave of all my Poſſeſſions, 


$ 
- =_ 
n —_ 


A 54 } | I . ; -» 
and loſe my Soul for ever.” Indeed *tis 


neceſſary that People take care of their 


2Cor. 12. Familys, and lay up for their Children: but 


14. 


if thele things take up the whole of their 


Time, they'l repent it when tis, too late, 
and find the Truth of that which the wiſe 


Prov. 1 1. 4. Man has long ſince obſery d; Riches profit not 


in the Day of Wrath, but Righteouſneſs deli- 


vereth from Death. _ 2 0 


This World, which we ſo much admire, 


is doom'd to be diſſolv'd, and the Faſhion 


of it is continually paſſing away: The Scenes 
are often ſhifting, and the Perſons who ap- 


pear to day vigorous and ſtrong, to morro 
become weak like other Mortals, and are 
brought down to the ſides of the Pit. What 


an infinite Folly then is it to be exceſſively 


fond of this World, which cannot continue 


long 
n 


" NO 


long; and which we muſt ſhortly leave; and 
entirely * N our Preparation for the o- 
ther World, into which we muſt, ſuddenly 


ct paſs, and where we muſt for ever dwell? 

a If we could be prevail'd upon to judg ac- \ 

E cording to the nature of things, and to 

e think of this World and all thoſe Enjoy- 
ments which are bounded by Time, as we : 
x ſhall' do when we are on the Confines of 2 


Eternity 3 we ſhould not neglect to prepare 
for our great Change, which will certainly 
come, and for ought we know may he ver 
near. Tis ſaid of a very learned “ Man, 
that when he lay on his Death-bed, and 
ſome about him were admiring the Monu- 
ments of his Learning, and the vaſt Pains 
he had been at, he-reply'd, Ah I have loſt. 
my time of Life in a buſy Idleneſs. And Þa-, 
nother who was admirable for his Litera- 
ture as well as Piety, in the Cloſe of his 
Days, ſaid, I repent of all my Life, but that 
part of it I ſpent in Communion. with God and. 
) doing Good. Ta cloſe this Head : When- 
ever you are in danger of being deluded by 
_ the faint Images of Happineſs, I mean the. - 
tranſient Glorys of the preſent Life, conſfi-, . _— 
derately revolve in your Thoughts thoſe F 
Words of our Saviour: What is 4 Man pro- Mat. 16. 
fited if be ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe 2+ \ 
hisown Soul? Or what ſhall a Man give in ex- | 
charige for his Soul? 145 V5; 
F. Another. Cauſe why Men delay their - _ 


"DOB 0 0 Gen WOW. | ß 


Preparation for Death, tho they certainly _ 


Ay- 


£ 1 


FFV | ATTY. 10> 
EM... Grotius. Ah! vitam perdidi operoſe, nihil agendo. 
"+ Dr. Donne. 1 e 1 A 4 . 
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nm Strain 
know 2 wall die, is an peer 
they have that tis a melancholy and — 
bleſom Work. This World is | 
thought to be a very pleaſant and Carecable 3 
Place, eſpecially by thoſe who praſper in it, 
and have all that Heart can ic No -]] 
Men, wh are paſſionately fond of this 
Life, cannot bear to hear of Death, eſpeci- 
ally if they ever dare reflect upon their 
Guilt, and the Expectations which are im- 
niediately raisd bereupon. Tis an Ex- 
preſſion of che Son of Syrach: O' Death, bow 
frer ig the Remembrance F 'thee to a Aus 
that liveth a Reſt in his ee, unto the 
Man that huth _ La St hem, and that 
bath Proſperity in a ings! Tho Thoughts: 
of Death a ve Were beben to proſpe- 
rous Sinners; Which makes em put the 
evil Day far from dem, and delay their Re- 
pentance and Reformation. Tbs imagine 
that if they omd ſet about this. Work, it 
would damp all the joss of 1 


of thoſe Diverſibns hh "re dearer-to en 
than 1 äfe it Ni.. i foot ite 


| , Thi 
ons*0h" Death are only roper fov\ 
the Sick and Aged, and veryunſutable füt 
thoſe who are in health, eſpecially for ſack 
às are in the flodriſning Blodrj of ' Youth; 
* forgetting the Brevity and Uncertainty of 


of people Fup) 
Mieditati 7 


Humane Life. Nor can any thing be more 


abſurd and unreaſonable than for People to 
_ their * for 3 * 
n Li 


on Br Bamuel Ever. 
Life is ſo uncertain, upon a Pretence that 


tis a melancholy and difficult Work. Me- 


inks all rational Men ſhould rather put 
: _ Queſtion to their Souls, Is the Work 1 
preſt to undertake abſolutely! neceſſary ? 
And if it a ns to be ſo, that ſingle Con- 
ſideration ſhould ſuperſede all other Pleas, 
and: overballance hay! Exeuſes which Men 
may frame to delay it. For what is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, ought to be enter'd upon 
immediately, gelt we never have an * 
tunity to effect it. Well, bat ſays a 
young and proſperous Sinner, if I imme- 
0 diately enter oh preparing for another 
Life, I muſt bid adieu to all the Com- 
forts of this, I muſt be doom'd to an 
, abſurd and perpetual Melancholy. What! 


G:muſt I, whoiam' an Heir to n great: 'ER + 8 


ee tate, and hade but uſt began to taff the 


6: Pleaſures of Life; ſt Thave my Wk... ©. 


cep | nay «| inted, and my Deſires 
0 or Fame and allantry S Muſt 
4. be ftop'd in my Purſuits, check d inf 
*Mice of Glo 5 forbidden thoſe Pl 
A ſures dyhich relate above all things be- 
Fides?“ Miſtaken un Man Reli- 
Sion does not abridg thee of any Pleaſure, 
truly rational and manly : TheSctiprures | 
fl igterdit cheſe Gratificativiis Which 
Ar ſordid and baſes; and the wiſeſt of Men 


aſſures us, That the Ways of Religion are Ways 
of Pleaſantmeſs, wid that all her Paths af Peace 13: 2 1 7 ; 


Saut that the Way of Tranſgriffors # bard. 


Nov we have ull theReaſon in the World. 


o believe Solo mn, as well on the account 
f nis 2 as EIN for Be 


none: gave 


i 


” -»- 


— * 
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„ Funeral Sermon Y 
aue bis Heart to know Madneſs and Folly. 
e ventur'd on the forbidden Delights of 
Sin, as well as taſted the real and refin'd 
_ - Pleaſures of Religion. So that upon the 
whole, we may conclude, that wicked Men 
Ci... take more pains to gratify their Luſts, and 
A to ſerve. the Devil, than good Men do to 
I prepare themſelves for Death and judgment. 
But, 33 # . 2 1 


IBN WA 3 YEH C3 ee 
5. Another Cauſe why People delay their 
Preparation for Death, is from a vain-O- 

Pinion that they have time enough before 
'em, and conſequently. flatter themſelves 
with the expectation of a long Life. If 
Per ſons are young, they are ready to con- 
clude of courſe, that they muſt live to be 
old.; tho they ſee Thouſands; younger than 
they fall at their right and their left hand? 
They who are old think, Surely ſince we 
= hae held out. thus Jong, there will be an 
= addition of ſome more-Years to our Lives; 
= And thus both agree to delay preparing for 
1 Death; tho the Scripture is expreſs, That 
%% An that is horn of a Wompn: it of fem Days, 
= _ ful of Trouble; andithat:i Mun in bis 
. 39 leſt Eftate/3s altogether Fanity;\ How many 
_ of,” our; Qwa Relations and: Acquaintance 
__— Haye; gone down to the (Graye, with their 
2% Breaſts full of Milk, aud rheir Bones woiſttn'd 
2. with Narrow b Vet obſtinate Sinners, not- 
VWoiͤithſtanding the notice God giyes em in 
His Word, and the repeated Warnings he 
affords. 'em in the Courſe of his Providence, 
and the Ohſervation they are forc'd 10 
make themſelves concer ging the Uncertain- 
ty of Humane Life, will defer cheir 5 — 
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on Mr. Sami uel Ayer. 
ration for Death, and, promiſe themſelves 


many Vears to come; as if their Times were | 


not in God's Hands, but in their own.” 


Before I paſs this Head, T cannot but re- 


mark, That ſome Peoples Delays are too 


much owing to the barbarous Flattery of 


Friends and [Phyſicians 3 who- pretend in 
complaiſance, to tell People, that they are 


not in danger of Death, and that they dif- 


cern no mortal Symptom upon them; and 
that * may recover, when they know tis 


| utterly impoſſible they ſhould Without a 


Miracle. And ſo many pleaſe them ſelves 


with the hopes of Living, till Death de- 


feats their Expectations, and Divine Juſ- 
tice conſigus dem over to everlaſting Burn- 
ings. 4 ONION E 


Laſtly, Another CM of Peoples delay ® 


ing to prepare for Death, tho they Rey 
they ſhall die, is from a vain. Opinion that 
this Work may be effectually done upon a 


|  Death-Bed. Now there are two Inſtances 


which Sinners commonly plead in excuſe 
for the delay of their Repentance and Re- 
formation: One is, that of che Labourers 
who enter'd not into the Vineyard: till the 


eleventlr Hour, and yet receiv'd as much 


as thoſe who had born the Heat and Bur- 
den of the Day: And the other is that of 
a Thief, who was converted on the Croſs, 
While dying by the Side of our Saviour. 
From whence obſtinate Sinners argue after 
this manner: If God is the ſame kind and 
merciful Being, which he was in Ages paſt, 


g 


then we have as much reaſon to believe he 


. N recelv e us to his Favour, ; as he did o- 


be | 702775 „ 
8 5 repented not till the Eveuiuig 
of their Lives; ; for what has been, ma 915 
So that they conclude, they, may. very 
put off providing for the other World, ll 
. are juſt going out of this. We 
I o which J return in general, That when 
we argue rom Precedents, it ought to be 
conſider'd, whether the Circi nces of 
_— re parallel: for the Force of What is 
ed depends upon the Likeneſs. of the 
Caſe. we argue for, to that Example we ar- 
gue from. But if the Caſes are not pi 
i they do not exactly reſemble each other, 
8 Is very bad e 2 135 wa 
t Om One as Other. nd this 
—— to be in both the Caſes before us. 
As to the Labourers who enter'd at the 
eleyenth Hour, we do not read that they 
were calbd before; and if ſo, it does. not 
reſemble the 'commonGala ef 0 f_ delaying; Sin- 
ners, Who have been deaf to the repeated 
Calls of God both in hor and Provi- 
dence. 18 9378188 51 3 | 
As to the; Caſe of the penitent Thich £ 
there is ſomething in every Circumſtance of 
it peculiar and rrerdig d and therefore 
ite gannot juſtly -be argu d from, to excuſe 
the tocraſtination Sinners in common. 
What tho or of a Man's being con- 
verted but a little hefere his Death; we have 
no Promiſe to aſſure us, that if we delay 
preparing for the other World, it ſhall fuc- 
ceed with us as welllas the laft.: : Beſides, 
This Thief had ſix Hours: time to conſider 
what he had been doing, whither he Was 
colus. and what was — to fir y | 
or 


1 


a br. Samuel Ewer. 


r angther World: but no delaying, pre- 
genes Sinner can be ſure of 0 e 


1 


to come. Again, The Converſion of this 


| Thicf ſeems to, have been the fir Fruits of 


the Blood of the Croſs, a Miracle af ſove- 


reiga diſtinguiſhing Grace, whereby our Sa- 


viour would honour. the Ignominy of his 


Death; to ſhow, that While he was cruci- 
fy'd.in Weakneſs, there was an infinite Vir- 
tue in his Sufferings, tho he died in appea- 


rance as criminal. More over, ſome are of 
Opinion, that this I 


Offers, of the Goſpel before ;; and: 171 ſo, 1 


am ſure he was ſo far. from being a late Pe - 


nitent, that he had the Honour of being 
an early Convert: for tis not reaſonable to 


| 5 a Man ſhonld embrace Chriſtianity, 
Chriſt has been: offer d to him! in the 
Goſpel. 


k 2 ou. ja, REY RY 
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[A have, not now time to BF what 


Prejudices lay in the way of this Man's Con- 


verſion, and how he overcame them; what 
a_ diſtinguiſhing Luſtre . there was in his 


Faith, to own our Saviour While under a 
| Cloud of Diſgrace, and while ſuffering the 
ſhameful and accurs d Death, of the roſs: © 


to own him, I ſay, at a time when one 
his Diſciples had betray'd him, another ha 


deny'd him, and all of em had forkagk Kim 
* fled;. to ow] him while deler tende his 85 


Father, and inſulted. by Men and | Devi 
Yet none of theſe Diſcouragements hinder 
him from making an bold ſolemn, bow 
feſſion of Jeſus as 5 and Chriſt 3 1p, that 


with an popes Ac Humility, and a 
lively Faith, be addreles Hinte 191 his is dy- 


5 . 
5 e251 122 I x # ; "©... ; 0. 3 0 — "ag 
85 ! | 


Who, 


* 


ief never beg, 198 


1 
: p 
* 
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„ Funetul Femin | 
ung Split Land, Nee, 7 OA Hs 
comeſt into thy Kingdom. Now who that con- 
fiders this extraordinary Caſe of the peni- 
tent Thief, can fee any ground, from this 
Inſtance, to delay preparing for Eternity? 
Finally, If any will yet be ſo perverſe as 
to venture on in a Coutſe of Sin, and re- 
ſolve to take ſhelter in this Inſtance, I would 
intreat em to remember, that there was a- 
nother Thief died at the ſame time, under 
the moſt deplorable Circumſtances of Impe- 
nitency. So that there is much greater rea- 
ſon to think, if thou defer'ſt preparing for 
Eternity till thou art juſt finiſhing time, 
that God will rather judicially harden thee, 
than work a Miracle for thy Converſion. 
How melancholy a Conſideration is it then, 
that any who call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
pretend to be the & Guides of Souls, ſhould 
teach People, that to defer their Repentance 
is but avenial Sin; or as others of the ſame 
Communion, that *tis'no Sin at all; and fo 
encourage Men to delay their Repentance till 
. 27S ett 
Thus have Ipaſsd thro the three general 
Heads I propos d to inſiſt upon. And I fee 
IJ muſt wave thoſe Inferences I deſign'd from 
the preceding Diſcourſe, and can only men- 
tion one, v3z. Since the Living know they 
ſhall die, then 'tis the moſt reaſonable thing 
in the World, immediately, and without 
delay, to prepare for the inviſible State. 
Now that I may, if poſſible, prevail 
with poor Sinners to do fo, I ſhall ſuggeſt a 


\ 7 
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„ Eſcobar, Soto, Morinus, Lugo, e. * 


e Mr. Samuel Ewer. 
bew things briefly to their moſt ſerions 
717 ͤ VVV 
Conſider that nothing can be more unrea- 
ſonable and abſurd, than for Men to conti- 
nue in Sin, and defer preparing for Death, 
in hopes they ſhall have time to repent 
hereafter: for what is the meaning of this, 
but that they ' continue in the Practice of 
thoſe things which hereafter they! be a- 

ſhanvd of, and, if ever they heartily repent, 
will wiſh ten thouſand times they had ne- 
ver done? Can any thing be more abſurd 
than for a Man to continue in Sin, in hopes 
to repent upon a Death-Bed; 3. e. in hopes 
to have Trouble, and Sorrow, and Anguiſh, 
beyond all Expreſſion and Thought? Would 
any Man, who has the uſe of his Reaſon, 
continually eat of that Food, which he is 
certain beforehand will make him ſick even 
to Death, and that he can never expect a 
moment's Eaſe till his Stomach is diſcharg'd 
of it? Yet fuch deſperate Madnefs are all 
impenitent Sinners guilty of, who delay 
preparing for the other World, in hopes of 
doing it on a Death- Bed. A Modern repre- 


ſents the Folly of it after this manner: 


&« *Tis, ſays he, juſt as if a Man ſhould*be 
 & content to be 1 in hopes that 
he ſhall afterwards eſcape by a Plank, and 
6" "ner late 10. Store,” ef Cen 
Again, , conſider that a time of Sickneſs 
and Old Age is the moſt inconvenient which 
can be to enter on any important Work: 
The Infirmitys which commonly attend 
aged Perſons, make 'em uneaſy to them- 
ſelves, and unſerviceable to others. What 


ä 1 demon, 
can ſuch do I. the, Ire ngth of their 
Bodies is enfee led, an ke Faculties of: | 
„ their Minds im pair d, ſo that the Graſhoj 
. per is a. We IO and Deſire .ſhall fail? 
what. can ſuch do, when their Appte⸗ 
— iN are ſlow, their Judgments weak, 
their Affections cold, and every. thing in 
Body and Mind un nder the greateſt Diſorder? 
1 b it be 0 0. lire the. 
onger Men delay preparing for Deat 
0 £9.09 in 8 in Sin, the more eur it will be 
r.?em to Nad to God, The. Prophet 
ares the Change of a, cuſtomary Sin- 
ner, to the waſhing of a Blackamoor white: 
Cen the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Leo. 
pard tus, Spot ? then may ye, alſo do Good 
Sas. 2 that are accu 774 to do Evil. 
7 ain 25 5 any reaſon to rep ent 
of _ Sins fl they have reaſon to do ĩ 15 
mediately. If thou art convincd o the 
| Eyil, of of Sin, and therefore wouldſt forſake 
it, tis much more reaſonable thou ſhouldlf 
do it now, than defer it to an uncertain 
hereafter: for the greater Evil Sin is, the 
ſooner we leave it the better, Art thou 
convinced of, the dangerous Conſequences 
_ which will attend Sin, that it will expoſe 
. thbee to the Wrath of God, and to endleſs 
= and inexpreſſible Miſerys?. Why, if there is 
ſuch hazard in Sin, then to break off our 
Sins immediately, is the ſafeſt Courſe = 
the World: for the longer. a Man go 
THEE 35 Ds Sin, the greater Danger he puts = 
* ſelf. in, and the greater Puniſhment be x 
poſes himſelf to. Haſt thou not- run Be 
Enough in. Debt ? Wouldſt thou dare to an 
creaſe 
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e Mr. Samuel Ewer. 4g 
creaſe the Sum of thy Guilt, and treaſure „ 
up. more Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, Rom 14 

and the fearful Revelation of the righteous - i 

Judgment of God? Doſt thou promiſe to 

prepare. for Death hereafter fr Fool-that $6 

thou art, thou art not ſure: of any tim 
but the preſent. Moreover, ſhould your '_ 

Circumſtances in your laſt Sickneſs be-gs- 2. 5 


yourable as you could deſire; ſhould ye 
have 185 time allow'd yon, 15 wk als of 3 
our Reaſon too, you are not ſure that you 2 
ſhall have a Heart to repent. Nepentalgs e leb HERS 
and Faith are the Gift of God; and tis Ce, A 
evident from Scripture and Experience, Rovn,3 - 
. that poor Sinners can no more prepare them- — 
ſelves for the other World without God's 2. ( ON 
ſpecial Grace, than they can ſubſiſt in this, u, 18 
without the common Concurrence of his (l. . [3 
mighty Fower „ f , 
"Again, conſider how ungrateful and diſs * — 
ingenuous *tis for Men to devote the firſt 
and beſt part of their time to the Service of 
Sin, and reſerve only the Dregs of Life for 5 
the Service of God. Can you imagine that Lau, 
ſuch an Offering will be pleaſing to the Alz Tat 
mighty, when there is no Prince upon Earth 78,31. 
Once more, conſider with what Horrour 
you'l be ſeiz d, if you ſhould be ſummon i 
to the Grave, and ſurpriz d by Death withe, a1 
out any Preparation at all: Howwill ou 
bear the Terrors of a wounded Spirit, when 
you are not capable of ſupporting yourſelves 
under the Pains of a Janguiſhing Body? 
What will you do? Whither will you fiy? _ 
What can you ſay, when the Heavens are 
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5 A Funeral Sermon © 8 
dark over your Heads, and Hell blazes uns 
der your Feet? Therefore as you know you 
mall certainly die, earneſtly beg of God the 
. Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, that you may 
be always” Ready: then Death in any Dreſs 
6. will be no Terror to you, but you will ra- 
ther be glad to find the Grave, becauſe Death 

will be for your infinite Advantage; as we 
have reaſon to believe it was to that ex- 
cellent Miniſter of the 'Goſpel, whoſe De- 


ceaſe has occaſion'd this Diſcourſe. _ | 
. 1 % & i 3-0 : 10 


He was juſtly eſteem'd by all Men of Pro- 
- bity and good Senſe, who had the advantage 
of his Acquaintance: For if one conſider 
the Reverend Mr. EE R in any Relation 


E 


whilc living, he was very deſirable. © 


ile has diftinguiſh'd himſelf for ſeveral 
Years as an exemplary Chriſtian, whoſe Pie- 


ty towards God, and Afﬀability towards | 


Men, have recommended him to the Eſteem 
and Approbation of all; Being an Example 
to the Believers in Word, in Converſation, in 
Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. He was a 
Nathanael, an Iſraelite indeed, one who coud 
not ſtoop to the little Arts and Diſgaiſes by 
which ſome People make their way in the 
He had a prudent and regular Zeal for the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of Souls. 
_ Heever expreſs a juſt Indignation againſt 
Din, and preft after the higheſt degrees of 
Holineſs. He kept clear from the Extremes 
of Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, believing 
that ſubſtantial Religion did confiſt in a Con- 
tormiry to the Moral Perfections of the e 
89 5 ga PS. bead. 
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on Mr. Samuel Ewer. © 
head. His Moderation was remarkable, and 
extenſive: He follow'd the things which 
made for Peace, and diffus'd the grateful O- 
dours of Charity- wherever he came. He 


was patient and ſubmiſſive under the various 


Trials and Afflictions to which he was ex- 
pos'd thro the Courſe of his li nt 
And if we conſider. him in his ublick | 
Character, as a Divine, he was well nalt- 
fy'd with uſeful Learning and Miniſterial | 
Gifts: A Man Vigilant, Sober, and of Good 
Behaviour, givento Hoſpitality, apt to Ta 255 7 
not given to Wine, no Striker, nat greedy of 


filthy Lucye, but Patient; not 4 Brawler, not ; 


Covetous; One that rul 4 well his own Houſe, © 
having his Children in ſubjeftion with all Gras 


And as this Mini Ter of Chriſt had a 7s 30+ 
| liar aptneſs to Teach, ſo he was un- 
weary'd in his Maſter's Work, having the 


Glory of God, and the Intereſt of Souls 
conſtantly at Heart. The Zeal of God's 
Houſe had eaten him up; he was continual- 
ly ſeeking of you, and not yours: He cove- 
ted no May's Gold or Silver; he was the far - 


theſt in the World from a little mercenary 


Spirit: I was not the 2 of outward 
Gain, but the Love of Souls, engag d 
him in the Miniſterial Work. Hd did forego 
that which he might have . I mean 
a Maintenance. for himſelf and Family : 8 


For no Man is oblig d to go a Warfare up- 


on his own Charge; and the Apoſtle ſays, 


That Chriſt bath ordain'd that, he that prea- 


ches the Goſpel ſþ ſhould. live o of it. Yet you are 


Witneſſes for your deceas d Paſtor, that ne 
| Ways — gave you * Labours ; 


ES and 
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. and yet that did not cauſe him to take the 
lefs Pains in the promoting of your Salva- 
tion. But he ſtudied diligently to ſhew 
himſelf approv'd, a Workman who needed 


not to be aſham'd, rightly dividing the 


Word of Truth; and conſtantly in the 


Courſe of his Miniſtry (as I am inform'd by 


_ thoſe who attended it) he did inſiſt upon 
the 5 and ſubſtantial Truths contain'd 
A | 


e Chriſtian Revelation. $ 
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” 


in 


» 
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If the Sermons of your deceas\d Paſtor 
had not all the Embelliſhments of Language 
which ſome boaſt * they had this peculiar 
Advantage, to be full of ſolid Divinity; 
- which, I think, is a much better Character 


for a Pulpit- Diſcourſe, than to ſay, that ' tis 
full of pompous Eloquence and Flights of 
Wit. The Praiſe of this uſeful Miniſter is 


in all the Churches, where the knowledg of 


him has reach'd. Here indeed he liv'd, 
here he conſtantly preach'd ; and, I believe, 


you all own, that bis Life was an excel 


lent Sermon, for in that you might ſee the 
Practicablenefs and Uſefulnefs of Relative 


Dutys. In him you might behold the man- 


Iy Tendernefs of a loving Husband, the 
melting Compaſſions of a kind Father, the 
generous Freedom of a true Friend, and 
the admirable Quatifications of a faithful 


© Paſtor, How did he exhort and reprove, 
aud rebuke with all Long-Suffering and Doc- 
trine; meekly inſtructing thoſe who op- 


2 


pos'd themſelves! Did he not warn every 


Man Night and Day, beſeeching them with 
ears 1 


A Thus 
= : * * 
ay, * 
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Joy, and the Miniſtry which he had receiv'd 
pel of the Grace of God. £3 "OFT TOR 
As to his particular Behaviour during his 


laſt Sickneſs, I am told by thoſe who were 


nigh him, that he did not paſs the time of 


Satan: but it pleas'd the Lord to afford him 
ſpeedy Relief, and to make him more than 
a Conqueror, when he conſider'd his Intereſt 
in theeverlaſting Covenant, which is order'd 


in all things and ſure. He had not only good 
Hope thro Grace, but before he left this 
World, he expreſs'd his Satisfaction and Joy, 


That all his Sins were pardon'd, and that that 


God whom he had ſerv'd in the Goſpel, would 
never leave him, nor forſake his. 


His Indiſpoſition was but ſhort; he was 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to teſtify the Goſ- 


his Illneſs without ſome violent Aſſaults from 


Thus did he fulfil his Miniſtry, having ob- 
tain'd Mercy of the Lord to be faithful, al- 
ways deſiring that Chriſt might be magni- 
fy'd in his Body, whether in Life or Death. 
For he accounted not his Life dear to hi- 
ſelf, ſo that he might finiſh his Courſe with 


Ps 


well and dead within the Compaſs of ſeven _ 
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Days. He did not appręhend that he ſnould 
die of his Unefs, till about two days before 
his Death. His Pain was ſo great, that he _ 
car'd to diſcourſe but little; and when rhe 
drew near his end, he was ſometimes deli- . - 
Tious. Vet when he had the leaſt Interval, he 
expreſt a very deep Concern for the Church 
under his Care, which he had fed and go- - 
; vern'd agreeably to the Divine Word. But 
he has done ſowing in the Church Militant, 
and is gone to reap the Fruits of _ La- 
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bours in the Church- Triumphant. He is 
enter d into that Reſt which remains for 
the People of God: He is fallen aſleep in 
Jeſus, hoving fou ht 25 od Fight, and 
Fniſn'd his Courſe, Fed the Faith. 
Death has clos'd bis ow — ſeaPd up his 
Lips till the firſt Reſurrection. 
' You are to have no more Admonitions 
| . Exhortations rom him. May you that 
F once rejoice in his Light, and were com- 
Ffuorted and edify' d under his Miniſtry, re- 
member the wholeſom Truths he taught, and 
F _ the excellent Duties he recommended to 
Jour Practice; that he may not be a ſwift 
1 2 2 Witneſs againſt you in the Day of God. 
I know I cannot fpeak hs, without oc- 


SZa2tſioning a great Emotion in your Minds; 
3 þut let not your Paſſions get the ſtart of 

pour Reaſon, and $ hinder your recei- 
6 - .ving'the. Inſtructions which this Providence 
=> may furniſh you withal. 


+ To you who were his ſpecial. Gare and 
N Charge, to whom his Memory will be ever 
Precious; Continae in the Belief of thoſe 
Doctrines, and in the Practice of thoſe Du- 
_ tys you have been taught by him from the 
M Word of God. Diſappoint Satan or any 
_. Agents of his, who may have Deſigns to 
1 and ſcatter you. Labour to keep the 
25 Yr — Unity Spirit in the Bonds of Peace And 
A put 2 1 Elect of God, Holy and Beloved, 
_ — Honaaſe of: Mercy, Kindmeſs, Humblineſs of 
or, =Þ Mind, Long-ſuffering ; Forbearing ons another, | 
»2 and forgiving one another. And tho you have 
FE WEE 2 loſt him who watch'd over you in the Lord, 
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Sheep, and the Biſhop! of Jour Souls, n 5 
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for ever; and if you are humble, and cha- 
ritable, and patient, and ſubmiſſive, . and 
wait on God, he will yet ſatisfy his. Poor 
with Bread, and give yon 4 Paſtor after his 


own Heart, who fhall feed Jou with Know- 2 = 


ledg and Underſtanding-. RS 
o you bis mournful Reli& ; Conſider tis” 
the Hand of that God, whois ſo wiſe, that 


he cannot do any thing againſt the real Inte- 
reſt of thoſe who love him. Indeed he has 
ſaddenly remov'd from you Him whom you 


hop'd to have enjoy'd.- many Years: But 
your God is the ſame to day, yeſterday, 111 
for ever; and has promis'd to be the] 
of the Widow, and that he will never aw 
55 forſake thoſe who put. t truſt in 

8 

To you che tender Off: ſpri ; of the De- 
ceas d; } charge you before God and the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, that you ſerve. your Fa- 
ther's God: remember what. ſeaſonable Ad- 
vice he gave you, and with what Importu- 
nity and Fervour he us'd to pray, that your. 
Souls may be ſav'd in the Great Day of our 


Lord. Let your Father's Vertues live in your: 


Lives, and do you follow him as he follow'd 
Chrift ; then ſhall you meet him again. with 
Comfort, at the Right-hand of the Re- 
deemer, when he ſhall come the ſecond time 
without Sin to Salvation. 

Once more, to all you who were the conſtant 


Auditors of that excellent Miniſter, whoſe 


out to commit to che 


Remains we are 


Duft: Let me intreat vou to lay this Pro- 
ridence to Hear A "Op "Re * * * 
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og 2. Tis better to go ta the Houſe of Mourning tha! 
8 * 10 go to the Houſe of Feaſting; for that is the 
. o all Men, and the Living will lay it to 

| bus Heart. Probably here are many of you 
who have ſat under the Reverend Mr. Ewer's 
Miniſtry for ſeveral Years, and yet continue 
in a State of Nature. God grant, that. 
ſince you cannot date your Converſion from 


any*of his Serm NE you may from this awful 
ch publiſhes the Vanity of 


7 
Providence, whi | 
human Life, and callsaloud upon Sinners to 
make an early Preparation for the inviſible 
World. Tho you have a great while re- 
ſiſted the Importunities of the Son of God, 
and would not be prevail'd upon by the Rhe- 
t orick of his Tears and Blood; I beſeech 
you by the Mercies of God, and by the mel- 
ting Compaſſions of the meek Jeſus, that 
Fou immediately caſt down the Weapons 
of your Rebellion, and ſubmit to the Righ- 
teouſneſs and Scepter of the Son of God: 
Then ſhall you have Hope in Death, andeter- 
1 nal Happineſs after it; for an abundant En- 
trance ſhall be adminiſter'd to all ſuch, into 
= / theKingdomot our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Rev. 14. Chriſt. For bleſſed are the Dead that die in 
13. \ the Lord, from henceforth : yea, ſaith the Spi- 
it, that they may reſt from their Labours ; and 
their Works do follow them. 5 rf d 1 
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- » ADVERTISEMENT: 
U N 10 N and Peace recommended, in a Sermon 
=* pfeach'd to ſeveral Congregations afſemb]'d to- 


; Taue 4pril 17, 1704. By Jobn Figgott. The ſecond 
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